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RiF7enE BnET,

Last but not least, let me express my heartfelt gratitude to our lovely guests representing our
partner universities for participating in this 11th symposium on legal cooperation which has just embarked on
the new challenge in its second decade.

In Japan, it is now in the beginning of the winter season so | am anxious about the sudden climate
change between your home countries and Japan. | am sorry for that, but please enjoy the autumn leaves in
this campus which we can still enjoy as a result of global warming.

I must also apologize that we can only allocate 15 minutes for each presentation because we need
to spare time for the discussion. Please give us your insights, findings, and ideas in your presentation and
discussion. Your contributions will be greatly appreciated, not only for the promotion of SDGs and legal
cooperation, but also for the sustainable development of this symposium. Thank you very much.
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We are going to give a presentation about legal reform in Myanmar and its relationship with SDG
16. | am Mrat Kay Khine and my partner is Hla Myet Thwe. We are fourth-year law students in the



University of Yangon.

The contents are the introduction to SDGs and SDG 16, the Sustainable Development Plan in
Myanmar, the reforms in Myanmar with regard to SDG targets, and challenges in the implementation of
SDGs in Myanmar.

Introduction to SDGs and SDGs Goal 16

Being a member of the UN, Myanmar also has the responsibility to implement these SDGs.  First,
I want to talk about Myanmar’s current situation. Myanmar is on track to graduate from “least developed
country” to “developed country.” In this ongoing process, the field of peace played an important role in the
development of the country.

We focus peace in the center of the circle. In the outline of the circle, Myanmar indicated to have
transitions from military rule to a civilian democratic government, from a largely closed economy to an open
market economy, and is on its way to a federal platform. Through these transitions, we all believe that we can
overcome conflicts and we can achieve sustainable peace and stability. This is the logo of SDG 16,
indicating peace, justice, and strong institutions. In our presentation, we defined three parts that are
interrelated to each other. | am going to present about peace and my partner will present the other parts.

Sustainable Development Plan in Myanmar

Myanmar Sustainable Development Plan (MSDP) is the national plan to achieve the SDGs.
MSDP’s intention is to strengthen the linkage of the nation’s development needs and the UN SDGs. The
MSDP Implementation Unit was set up by the Ministry of Planning and Finance and is the focal entity for
overseeing the implementation of MSDP.

Figure 5 is the overview of MSDP. It consists of three pillars. Pillar 1 is peace and stability,
Pillar 2 is prosperity and partnership, and Pillar 3 is people and planet. MSDP formulates specific strategies
for peace and national reconciliation. These five strategies are all under Pillar 1.

Reforms in Myanmar with regard to SDGs Targets

My friend, Ryosuke, mentioned that there are 17 goals and 169 targets. 10 of those targets are
directly related to SDG 16. All of them, we would like to present the legal reform in Myanmar, linking and
emphasizing on some important targets.

Target 16.1 is to reduce all forms of violence and related death rates everywhere. You can see
two circles (Figure 7). One is “proceeding to the implementation of National Ceasefire Agreement (NCA).”

You already might have heard that in Myanmar, there are internal conflicts for over 70 years, so in 2011,

the first civilian democratic government led by President Thein Sein sent invitations to all ethnic armed
organizations (EAOs) to participate in a long-term peace negotiation process. As a result, in 2015, the
National Ceasefire Agreement was adopted successfully and so far, 10 EAOs have signed this agreement.
However, it is quite a challenge for Myanmar to involve more EAOs to sign the NCA. If the NCA is
successfully implemented and ratified, we believe it may somehow reduce some kinds of violence.

The second circle is “a proposal in the Parliament to sign the International Covenant on Civil and

Political Rights (ICCPR).” Due to the civil wars in Myanmar, civil and political rights were affected, so



major proposals were presented in Parliament to sign ICCPR. It is a good potential for Myanmar to respect
and protect human rights.

Target 16.2 is related to protection. In 2019, we enacted the Child Rights Law, it is not only a
child law. In this new law, a child is defined as a person who is under the age of 18. In the previous law,
it was a person who is under the age of 16. This new law recognizes the international standards according
to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), so it is a good potential for Myanmar. Also, all
children born in Myanmar are guaranteed to the fundamental and unconditional right to register at birth.

For the next part, my partner, Hla Myet Thwe, will make a presentation for judicial reforms and
strong institutions in Myanmar.

(Thwe) Let me continue with the rest of the targets.

Target 16.3 is the promotion of the rule of law in Myanmar and to ensure equal access to justice for
all. As you all know, only if the judicial system is just and carried out impartially and independently, the
basic principles of the judiciary can be resolved and there can be the rule of law in the society.

As a part of the judicial reform, there is the Judicial Strategic Plan. Its main purpose is to bring
justice, to promote the rule of law, and to adjudicate cases fairly and efficiently in a short time. According
to this purpose, the Judicial Strategic Plan has its own vision, mission, and value.

Besides the plan, as a part of the judicial reform, we have the Legal Aid Law. It was enacted in
2016, and the Legal Aid Board was formed according to the provisions of the Legal Aid Law. Legal Aid
Boards are formed at the administrative levels like the union level, state or division level, and the township
level. Besides the governmental organizations, there are also some civil society organizations (CSOs)
which provide legal aid to people in need. The purpose of the Legal Aid Law is to ensure access to justice
for all and the right to a representative before the court, regardless of gender, age, religion, or whether rich or
poor. The poor, minors, women, cripples, and immigrants who are accused, detained, arrested, sued, or
sentenced to imprisonment for a crime, as well as those who cannot afford a lawyer can request the Legal
Aid Board for assistance.

Moreover, there is also the Code of Judicial Ethics for Myanmar Judges. This is the first time in the
judicial history of Myanmar that the Code of Judicial Ethics for judges was issued in accordance with
international best practice. Its main purpose is to gain public trust and confidence about the judiciary
system. Judges must respect and adhere to the Code of Judicial Ethics in order to maintain the dignity of
the court. These proposals in some ways support the promotion of the rule of law and access to justice
within the society.

Target 16.5 is related to the reduction of corruption and bribery in all their forms. With regard to
this target, we have the Anti-Corruption Law. The Anti-Corruption Commission was formed in 2014 in
accordance with the provision of the Anti-Corruption Law. Under the Anti-Corruption Commission, there
is the preliminary scrutinizing team and an investigation team. After receiving an investigational report or
other information about bribery or corruption, the Commission instructs the investigation team to investigate.

Anyone can inform the Anti-Corruption Commission if there is any bribery or corruption.

Target 16.10 is related to the public access to information and fundamental freedom protection.

With regard to the public access to information, there is the promotion of the right to information in the



media sector. With regard to this, the Media Law 2014 is under review to enhance the freedom of media.
The Printing and Publishing Enterprise Law (PPEL) was enacted. Peace talks are also held in order to
promote public interest and access to the situations of the country. Professionals from various fields came
to the peace talks as guest speakers and delivered speeches so that the public can have a better understanding
of the situations of the country.

With regard to fundamental freedom, the fundamental freedoms and rights of the citizens are
described in Chapter VIII of our 2008 Constitution. We also have the Law Protecting the Privacy and
Security of Citizens 2017.  As for international agreements, Myanmar is party to four principle international
human rights treaties: the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW), CRC, the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), and the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR). As my partner mentioned, we have also the
intention to sign the ICCPR. There were some proposals made in the Parliament and there are also some
activists who encouraged to enter into signatories of the ICCPR so that the people can have fundamental
freedom and equitable rights.

The following institutions play an important role in the reform process. The MSDP
Implementation Unit, which is formed by the Ministry of Planning and Finance, in order to implement the
Myanmar Sustainable Development Plan. There is the National Reconciliation Peace Center (NRPC). 1 will
explain about this institution in the next slides because they are interrelated. There is also the
Anti-Corruption Commission and the Legal Aid Board. The role of NGOs and CSOs is also important in
promoting public awareness about the legal knowledge.

Challenges in the implementation of SDGs in Myanmar

The reform process faces many challenges. One of the biggest challenges is to be able to hold
further sessions of the Union Peace Conference. We call it the “21st Century Panglong.” This conference
is a peace conference among the government and the ethnic armed groups. We have already successfully
held three sessions and successfully adopted the 51 fundamental principles. Preparation work is also
underway for the further sessions of the Union Peace Conference.

In the previous slide, | mentioned the National Reconciliation Peace Center. The NRPC is the
preliminary discussion among the government and the EAOs to reach the full session of the Union Peace
Conference. The Union Peace Conference is the final one and the NRPC is the preliminary one.

Another challenge is the verification of the National Ceasefire Agreement, which is needed to be
signed by all EAOs in order to gain the Union-wide peace and stability. As we have mentioned before,
there are some EAOs which have not sighed the NCA yet.

A third challenge is that unity in diversity and trust is still required between the government, the
ethnic groups, and the people of Myanmar.

The justice sector is also faced with institutional capacity challenges. People so far have less trust
in the judiciary sector because there were some corruption there. That is why the capacity for the justice
sector is also required.

In order to promote the rule of law, citizens’ knowledge of legal rights is also still required because

many people regard legal knowledge as not concerning them. Many people lack legal knowledge,
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especially those who are in the rural areas, so when they face a legal issue, they are exploited.

There is also a need of more democratic, transparent, and accountable institutions. There is also a
huge gap of infrastructure, poverty, and education between the rural and urban regions. This is also one of
the biggest challenges. Lastly, we have difficulties in quality and access to systematic, accurate, and
comprehensive data.

Conclusion
To summarize, in order to achieve the SDGs for the better future of Myanmar, the cooperation and
coordination among the government, stakeholders, the private sector, civil society, and the people of
Myanmar is very important. Myanmar is a multi-ethnic society with socio-ethnic and religious differences.
Only through a federal platform; fair, effective, and transparent governance; and adherence to the rule of
law and respect for human rights do we all believe that Union-wide peace and stability will be illustrated
sustainably, along with the emergence of a peaceful, prosperous, and democratic Myanmar through the
achievement of the SDGs. Thank you so much for your kind attention.
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(Mezahem) Good afternoon, everybody. My name is Mary Mezahem.

(Jeenanurugk) My name is Benyapha Jeenanurugk.

(Mezahem) We are from Thammasat University in Thailand. We are going to talk about the legal reform
in Thailand and its relationship with SDG 16.

History of the Thailand Legal System
(Jeenanurugk) I am going to start off with the history of the Thai legal system. In the reign of King Rama
I, Thailand rewrote and escalated the law from the Ayutthaya era, which is about 430 years before his reign,
and named it the “Three Seals Law.” After that, in the reign of King Rama V, due to the sanctions of Thai
sovereignty from Western countries by using their rights outside their territories by exercising their power in
Thailand, therefore, in order for Thailand to maintain their sovereignty, the first modern legal reformation
had been contributed using the legal concept from European law, mainly England. After that, in 1932, the
Thai government changed from an absolute monarchy to a constitutional monarchy. Thai laws have been
reformed by that as well, for the purpose of the laws’ proficiency and potentiality. Also, the judicial system
of Thailand had been reformed after that as well.

These are the legal reformation mechanisms in Thailand. There are many various legal
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reformation mechanisms in Thailand such as combining and codifying the same subjects of law for the better
understanding for the public or revoking and annulling old laws by making new laws. However, the main
mechanism that has been used is the determining the necessity of laws to suppress the inflations of laws and
regulations. There are a few methods in order to do so.

The first one is deregulation. Deregulation is reducing numbers of unnecessary laws. The
second one is decentralization. Decentralization is distributing authorities to local governments over
enforcement. The last one is decriminalization. Decriminalization is reducing unnecessary criminal laws.

This is somewhat related to SDG 16 because the process of reducing unnecessary criminal laws reduces
blue-collar crimes, the crimes committed by people from the lower social classes. These are crimes that
people who are from the higher social classes are able to pay, so it equalizes the justice by making it more
accessible for everyone.

How does Thailand implement SDGs?
Thailand implements SDGs by using Sufficiency Economy Philosophy (SEP) networks conceived
by the last king in the mid-1970s and finalized during the 1997 Asian Financial Crisis to act as a fundamental

for Thailand’s development mechanisms.

Why adopt the SEP philosophy?
(Mezahem) As you could see in the previous slide, Thailand’s culture is deeply embedded with the royal
family. one of the reasons that Thailand has adopted SEP is because we deeply value the King’s philosophy,
as well as we see the effectiveness of his philosophy in past crises.

One of the projects that he initiated was the Royal Rainmaking Project. This project was making
artificial rain to improve the drought situation in the eastern area of Thailand.. The rainmaking project helps
reduce the suffering of locals that rely greatly on farming for their incomes.

Next are the three pillars of philosophy. The first pillar is moderation or moderate mindset. The
King wanted to encourage his people to improve themselves with moderate consideration without bringing
harm or trouble to their everyday life.

The second pillar is to be reasonable and to consider development and knowledge, not just materialistic
improvement, but also in terms of skills and personal development. The third pillar is prudence. This is
more about understanding your capability, and not pushing them too far. These types of pillars are a bit
abstract, but if you think about them, they could be related to all the goals.

Thailand’s dedication to SDGs

Next is Thailand’s dedication to its goals. Firstly, in the legal reformation in 2013, the goal was
the Anti-Corruption Law. What was amended in the law was that Thailand focuses more on corporate
criminal liability between the private sector and government officials. One of the laws was that if an
official has accepted a bribe, they could be imprisoned for 5-20 years or be fined for at least 400,000 baht.
That is one of the new laws to tackle the problem between corporate and government officials.

Next is to be a transparent institution to aim to reduce all corporate corruption. This is having
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different separate independent organizations that help to tackle this problem by looking at all the government
agencies. These two efforts have resulted in Thailand moving up from 34 to 37 in the Corruption
Perceptions Index. 100 means the least corrupted so Thailand still has a long way to go, but it is still an
improvement from 34 to 37.

Next is birth registration for all. It might be surprising to some of you that Thailand still has not
tackled this issue, but this is mainly for refugee camps or people who were born in an area that does not have
access to birth registrations.  All the implementations we made would not be enforced if we have no legal
identity for some citizens. Some people live or are born in an area or move from another country and
cannot access public services or education because they have no legal identity in Thailand. The aim was to
create this concept by ensuring everybody can have basic human rights.

This was evidently an effective project because in the Ranong Province, the Moken, which is a
tribe that lives near the Andaman Sea, have been in Thailand for many years and they have been trying to get
citizenship for many years, but have not found anything. Recently, Thailand has made a new law where
every child who is born in Thailand is entitled to have citizenship. So even though both parents are not
Thai, if they were born in Thailand, they could get Thai citizenship. This helps ensure that even though
they are not Thai, they can get the basic needs that they need.

All of these would have been done at a Stakeholder Engagement. The Stakeholder Engagement is
one of the targets to promote the rule of law at the national and international levels and ensure equal access to
justice for all. The recent government has recognized and accepted the role and importance of NGOs.
Thailand’s Constitution has supported a strong civil society, and today we have 18,000 NGOs registered in
our kingdom, as long as the request of the participation of NGOs in many development projects and
processes, and promoting the involvement of NGOs and development within the country for further
improvement. This shows that Thailand understands the importance of human rights and fundamental
freedom for every human being.

Also, although NGOs in Thailand are not centralized and have to be conducted through a variety of
government agencies, Thai legal reform does not restrict the establishment of NGOs. It is still a concern
that these NGOs are not monitored and are not being kept track of the guidelines and procedures for applying
the operation of NGOs in accordance with Thai NGOs are strict and complex. The regulations are
established for the purpose of screening and prevent anything that may threaten the political stability of the
country, due to past problems of using NGOs for political purposes. Tight regulations for NGOs now
require NGOs to be monitored more by organizations such as the development of international organizations,
the Office of the National Security Council, the special branch division of the Royal Thai Police, the Thai
National Intelligence Agency, and the Royal Thai Armed Forces Headquarters to potentially prepare for a
few months.

If any of you have been to Thailand, you have noticed that there will be some children selling
flowers on the street or there will be some kids begging for money. A lot of Thais will feel bad for them
and try to give them money or buy their stuff, however this is a big contribution to child trafficking and also
human trafficking.

There are many projects that aim to tackle human trafficking in Thailand, but we are going to focus

on two main ones. The first one is called the “Kamlangjai” Project, which is the Thai word for “inspire.”

-13-



The second one is called “Zero Tolerance” to Human Trafficking. The first one was initiated by Her Royal
Majestic and it aims to help people who are in prison, especially women and young offenders, to be able to
go back to their own lives by providing education and knowledge of how to get back to their own lives
through workshop training.

The second one is aimed to tackle human trafficking and focuses on three main parts: prevention,
protection, and partnership. For prevention, Thailand tries to regulate and document migrant workers who
come to Thailand so that there will not be any problems of labor trafficking. For protection, Thailand tries
to help with victim care.  After what happens, we try to give free healthcare for them. For partnership, the
Thailand government understands that this issue cannot be tackled alone, but has to be in cooperation with
international organizations and foreign governments, so they try to work with other governments to ensure
that before they come to work in Thailand, they have the proper documents so that they will not be prone to
any human trafficking crises.

The last one is the implementation for individual protection. Under the new law, this agency was
newly developed by the government. It is an agency between the government and the community to help
solve cases that involve domestic violence against women and children. It helps solve many cases and so
far Thailand is trying to implement this agency in all provinces. So far, it is now in 18 provinces.

Issues in implementing SDGs

One of the issues we see in these problems is faithful cooperation from all actors. Even though
we have all implementation and proper legal enforcement, if all actors do not try and help to implement this
issue, then it will not happen. Second is lack of awareness. A lot of people who are not in law school or
are related to work with the UN and understand this goal, do not know about this goal. A normal citizen
would not understand what is going on so | think there needs to be a proper education on this matter. Third
is the lack of data and statistics. Without proper data, Thailand would not be able to identify the issues and
the solutions properly.

Recommendations

We have come up with three recommendations. This is our personal opinion. The first is to
implement the goals into the school and education system. | think that in order for people to understand and
be reminded of the goals, it needs to be implemented in their everyday lives: so maybe classes or an hour
class. Not just a lecture, but more going out into the community, learning with the community, and actually
experiencing the goals; and not just a book knowledge, but more of a real-case knowledge.

Second is a national campaign. | think Thailand is very good with their national campaign.
They do a lot of tourism campaigns, but I think this could also be one of the campaigns of the country that
helps people to become more aware of what is going on.

Third is, in order to have proper data, an independent research agency. This would help tackle the
problem and understand the problem within the agency that is working with the goals.

We have references if you want to further read about it. Thank you.
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(Saiyasone) Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. My name is Bounlom Saiyasone.

(Bounsom) My name is Kounmy Bounsom.

(Saiyasone) We are from the University of Laos. We are going to present about the legal reform in Lao
PDR and its relationship with SDG 16.

Legal reform in Lao PDR (1975-1985)

Let me start from the legal reform in Lao PDR. The legal reform in Lao PDR is classified as two
stages. The first stage is from 1975 to 1985. Immediately after the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party,
leading the people and ethnic groups successfully achieved the national democratic revolution, with the
proclamation of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic on December 2, 1975; during this stage, the party and
state had focused strongly and led to the recovery of the economy and the restoration of the country, with two
strategic revolutionary missions like protecting and developing the country. Therefore, the state’s
socio-economic administration at this stage was mainly governed by resolution, orders, and other.

The first set of the legislation of the Lao PDR was determined by resolutions of the first National
General People’s Conference. The conference unanimously proclaimed the Lao PDR appointed the
Supreme People’s Assembly, the President of the country, and the Council of Ministers of Lao PDR. This
legislation was basic legislative referendum for the Government and local Administrative Committee to issue
necessary additional legislation for administration of the Lao PDR.

These basic laws include
- Law on the establishment of the Council of Ministers of Lao PDR.

- Law on the establishment of the People’s Assembly and local administration.

- Law on the Council of Ministers of Lao PDR.

Legal Reform in Lao PDR (1986 to date)

The second stage is from 1986 to present. The development of laws of the Lao PDR has been
actively focused, in particularly after the Lao Revolutionary Party changed to the New Policy in 1986.
The development of a market economy with the participation by multi-sector sector economies has been
recognized by law and the state had systematically pursued the development of complete Laws.

The promulgation of the first constitution in 1991 was the milestone for the Lao PDR State to
continue development of its complete legal system in a systematic manner.

Up to the present day, our State has classified the area of Laws and adopted more than 80 Laws which

are based on the specific socio-economic criteria of the Country, on the political task of the new reform and
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the past practical experiences of the early State’s administration and national development. In addition,
selected international experiences and assistances and supporting projects have also contributed to the

improvement of Lao’s legal system.

SDGs Goal 16 in Laos

(Bounsom) Next, | am going to talk about SDG 16 in Laos. He said the legal reform in Laos had changed
in two parts, and in our perspective, Target 16.10 to ensure public access to information and protect
fundamental freedom. The Constitution and laws have become a part of the new mechanism policy. It
requires that citizens know and understand the laws at certain levels. Thus, the first Constitution of the Lao
PDR, promulgated in 1991, provided that all Party, State, and social organizations, as well as civil servants,
must participate in the dissemination and education of laws to citizens regularly.

The development of legal databases and information in the past can be summarized in the
following. The first one is libraries. The libraries about law start from the central to local administration.
The second one is mass media. The third one is CD-ROMs. The fourth one is websites. The last one is
legal consulting service centers.

We can get the supply of legal information from websites. We have to create a special websites
for searching for the legal and law information such as www.laogov.la, www.moj.gov.la, www.na.gov.la,
www.ospp.gov.la, and www.peoplecourt.gov.la.

Lao law application includes information about Lao law such as the penal codes, civil codes, labor
codes, and others.

We have the dissemination through mass media like newspapers. For example, the Asia Times
newspaper, trade and economic newspapers, law newspapers. We also have magazines, radio, and
television.

We have the dissemination through other forms to create law awareness like lectures of law in
education. For example, in our faculties, every Wednesday, the professors talk about a topic, so if there are
any students who are interested in that topic, they can apply or register and come to listen. The second one
isdrama. The third one is forums. These forums are a little bit like the model of the United Nations or the
model of ASEAN that we do in our faculties. The fourth one is leaflets.

Moreover, we have the NGO cooperation to have the government disseminate information to
everyone to understand about the law. For example, we have the Institute for Legal Support and Technical
Assistance (ILSTA). The second one is the Association for Development of Women and Legal Education
(ADWLE). The third one is the Asia Foundation. The fourth one is the Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA).

Opportunities

These are the opportunities that we have. The first one is clear state policies on law dissemination
throughout society. The second one is people and ethnic groups have interests in legal information and
require to have active law dissemination throughout the country. The third one is basic conditions in
facilitating the development of the sources of legal and justice data and information are available. The last
one is there is support and assistance from friendly countries and the international community.
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Challenges

(Saiyasone) Next are the challenges for the access and communication in Lao PDR. The first one is the
lack of budget. The second one is people are still poor with a low level of education and not fully able to
access legal information. The third one is the work on law dissemination is not able to be immediately
evaluated which affects the efforts of relevant staff. The last one is the law dissemination is the duty of the
political system, but many sectors do not properly understand the importance of the activities.

Directions

As for the directions, the first is researching on the conditions and the possibility for the
establishment of a National Legal Information Center as a center to provide such services at the domestic,
regional, and international levels. The second is increasing forms and methods of providing law databases
and information to make available legal data and information for easy access to the public and promptly and
suitably to the target. The third is increasing the provision of legal information to libraries and developing
the management and service of legal information within the libraries. The fourth is realizing the
development of quality law and justice magazines. The fifth is reviewing and encouraging of the Official
Gazette and developing this work by making the Official Gazette as an importance in its real sense. The
sixth is reviewing the conditions for collaboration between the State and private sector in the publication of
various forms of legal information to meet the demands of society in a sufficient and complete manner. The
seventh is creating facilities to each sectors in undertaking law dissemination continuously to the public and
at the same time to improve the mechanism in State organizations for accepting legal information from the
public. The eighth is establishing a compilation of court decisions, judgements, and orders for publication
and distribution to society in studying and researching by judges. The ninth and last is providing personnel,
budgets, materials, and vehicles for allowing the regular operation of law dissemination.

These are the references for our presentation. If you are interested you can see it. That is all for
our presentation. Thank you so much for your kind attention.
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Cambodia Judicial Reform (7 >RV 7RI BEEHE) |
Sun Sokunvory (#> -V 27 >RV —) | Ek Apsara (=2 -7 7% 7) ( Pannasastra University of
Cambodia, 2X=% ¥ X b T KZ)

(Sun)  We would like to express our respect for the professors and all the presenters here. Today, we
would like to present to you about Cambodian judicial reform in relation with SDG 16. Here is our content.
Before we go to the judicial reform, we would like to introduce to you our country’s profile.

Our country’s official name is the Kingdom of Cambodia. We became independent on November
9, 1953. OQur political regime is a liberal multi-party democracy. Our population is around 15.29 million
(2019). Our ethnicities have Khmer (97.6%), Cham (1.2%), Chinese (0.1%), Vietnamese (0.1%), and other
(0.9%). Our religions have Theravada Buddhism (95%), Christian (1%), Muslim (2%), others and none
(2%). Before we start talking about judicial reform, we also would like to briefly introduce to you our

judicial system.
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Introduction of the Cambodian Judicial System

Presently, Cambodian judiciary consists of:

- the Supreme Court which hears only the matter of law

- The Appellate Court which reviews both matters of fact and matters of law

- the Provincial/Municipal Courts which has jurisdiction over the ordinary matters

- the Military Court which has jurisdiction only over military offenses. Military offenses are those
involving military personnel, whether enlisted or conscripted, and which concern discipline within the armed
forces or harm to military property.

In addition, we also have the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia, called ECCC,
which prosecutes serious crimes in Cambodia. In 1997, Cambodia requested the UN to establish the court
to prosecute those crimes through having national and international lawyers, prosecutors, and judges with
foreigners’ support. That is why in 2011, we passed the law to establish the ECCC.

We also have the Supreme Council of Magistracy which has the role to assist the King to ensure
the smooth functioning and independence of the courts.

Introduction to Cambodian SDGs

Carrying this forward and continuing our MDG achievements, the RGC has endorsed the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at the UN General Assembly in 2015 (finalized in 2018), and
brought up the nationalized framework called the Cambodian SDGs (CSDGs). The CSDGs fully reflect
Cambodia’s longer-term Visions, which seeks progression to Upper Middle-Income in 2030 and then
High-Income Country in 2050, while leaving no one behind, and preserving Cambodia’s natural resource
endowment. The CSDGs have been fully integrated within planning and policymaking via the NSDP
(National Strategic Development Plan), and most innovatively within Budget Strategic Plans, where the
CSDG targets provide key performance measures. We came up with 88 targets and 149 indicators because
we wanted to focus only on priority matters within the Cambodia context. In 2019, we also would like to
review our CSDGs to bring up what our challenges are and what the solutions are towards the
implementation of the SDGs.

Judicial reform

Presently, Cambodia also has been implementing major reforms, including the fight against
corruption. We have established the law on corruption in 2010, enforced by the Anti-Corruption Law. We
are also participating in the UN Convention against Corruption.

Second, we also reformed public administration by creating the Public Administration Reform
2019-2030.

Third, we also have the legal and judicial reforms for which we have three. First, we have the
reform regarding the Legal and Judicial Reform Strategy in 2003. Second, we have established three laws.
One is the law on the organization of the judicial body because we want to ensure that the judicial bodies are
self-functioning, because without being self-functioning, there would be no law. We also have the Law on
the Status of Judges and Prosecutors. In Cambodia, if you want to be a lawyer, judge, or prosecutor, you
need to have a bachelor’s degree, and then study two years at a school of administration, and then you need
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to have one year in term to be handed the role. Last, we have the Law on the Organization and Functioning
of the Courts to ensure the independence of the courts.

Fourth, we have the reform of the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces (RCAF). The Royal government of
Cambodia has demonstrated clear intent for military reform by enhancing the Cambodian armed force so that
it can be a well-organized armed force with appropriate size, decent wages and allowances, and sufficient
ability to perform its defense duties.

Fifth, we have the Public Financial Management Reform which will be performed by the Ministry
of Economy and Finance with four states: budget credibility, financial accountability, performance
accountability, and budget policy linkages.

Sixth are the decentralization and de-concentration reforms. Decentralization and
de-concentration are seen as “internally driven” reforms, where the national government gradually delegates
power, involving either administration or finance, to local governments to administer in their locality.

Presently, Cambodia also has progress related to SDG 16. We have come up with the necessary
legal frameworks by enhancing the competence and the independence and impartiality of the judiciary by
promulgating the law on in 2014 including the law on the organization of the judicial body, law on the status
of the judge and prosecutor, and law on the Organization and Functioning of the supreme council of
magistracy (ensure the independence of the court). We also have been promoting major laws including the
Criminal Code, the Criminal Procedure Code, the Civil Code, and the Civil Procedure Code. The
promulgating of the major laws, including the Penal Code, Criminal Procedure Code, the Civil Procedure
Code, the Juvenile Justice Law and other laws and regulations related to political, economic, social and
cultural life were promulgated to contribute to the realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

In addition to that, in Cambodia, recently we had the rotation of judges and prosecutors because we
want to fight against corruption. We also created another three appellate courts because we only had one
appellate court before. We added three appellate courts in the main provinces.

(EK) Thank you very much. | will be continuing. In addition to the internal reforms within the
government, the Royal Government of Cambodia (RGC) also has shown commitment towards promoting
partnerships with state and non-state actors for further developments as well.

For instance, the Ministry of Information has collaborated with the Swedish Embassy and
UNESCO to establish a law on the access of information. The latest update regarding this law is that the
final revision of the law will be submitted to the Council of Ministers to be rubber-stamped in the end of
September or the beginning of October this year. That is according to a news article written by The Phnom
Penh Post which is one of the main news sources in Cambodia.

Moreover, quoted from the report, in September 2018, from the sixth legislation of the National
Assembly, the Rectangular Strategy for Growth, Employment, Equity and Efficiency Phase IV, it says that
the RGC also aims to focus on “Enhancing judicial service by improving work effectiveness of enforcement
officials, strengthening public confidence in the judicial system, and fighting all kinds of abuse of violation
in the society.”

Since this is one of their focuses, the RGC ministries have taken a series of initiatives to eliminate
certain administrative requirements. One of them is that the government has held regular forums with civil
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society organizations to create an inter-ministerial working group to respond to their needs and requests.

Resulting from this, in February 2019, the RGC ordered the creation of a volunteer group of
lawyers to defend poor women who are the victims of land grabbing, women who are underprivileged, or had
been sued by powerful individuals. This implies that we have strategies and are trying to implement those
strategies into action.

This is something | found very interesting when we were doing research. 315 women out of
6,268 peacekeeping troops are Cambodian. That makes Cambodia one of the largest contributors to the
blue helmets in the ASEAN region. This means that Cambodia is not only to working towards securing
peace in our country, but that we are also trying to contribute to world peace as well.

Let us look at the numbers. You may wonder why there are only three targets and one indicator
here. It is because there are some big differences between the global SDGs compared to the Cambodian
SDGs.

According to Open Development Cambodia (ODC), there are 12 global targets for Sustainable
Development Goals. However, we only focus on three which are the Targets 16.3, 16.7, and 16.9. There
are 23 global indicators for SDG 16. However, we only have three indicators. As you can see, it says we
have little to no data at all regarding this issue. That means that although we have strategies, we still lack
the tracking and updates on their progress. However, out of all of these indicators and targets, it can be seen
that Indicator 16.7.1 is doing the best. That is the proportion of female government officials in ministries
and agencies which has increased compared to past years.

Challenges

Out of all of this, Cambodia has also had its challenges in trying to implement the Cambodian
SDGs. It can be recapped into five challenges. The first is the lack of budget in enforcing law. The
second is the corruption within the government. The third is the lack of data and progress. The fourth is
the lack of the awareness of the people within the country. The fifth is the lack of capacity in terms of
human resources and the mechanisms in order to implement those strategies.

Accelerating strategies

In order to tackle these challenges, the government also has set out accelerating strategies. One of
them is that the government will still continue to reform the legal and judicial system to make it fairer and
just so it will be accessible for more people. Others are to create a more sustainable legal framework and
laws; build capacity for the human resources, as well as mechanisms; and raise more awareness for people,
because we think that people’s contribution is one of the most important factors in helping us achieve our
SDGs. During all of this, we must also enforce the existing laws as well by increasing the access of
information to people and to have more training programs for law enforcement officials.

Conclusion

In conclusion, although Cambodia still lacks information and certain data on the implementation of
Cambodian SDGs, if we compare the judicial system before the adoption of SDGs into our National Strategic
Development Plan to now, it can be seen that there are greater improvements. Since the incorporation of
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Cambodian SDGs into the National Strategic Development Plan, we believe that we can still make ourselves
one of the contributors to the SDGs by 2030 and we believe that SDG 16 is one of the most important goals
in this because we think that if we have fairness and justice for everyone, it can enhance and hasten our
process in achieving the other goals as well. If we can work with the Mekong Region countries, ASEAN,
and the rest of the world in order to implement these strategies, we believe that it can be achieved by 2030.

Thank you very much to Keio University Law School for a warm welcome, to Japan, and to all the
participants for the kind attention. Thank you very much.

(F2) HuBnEHITINE L, i TORKIL, N ETLARBFERRFEO KT« XA -
NASh, Tz et b - VoSAED, [XEFLADOHE~SDGs =2 —/L 16 DEERLIZ A
T T~ IZOWVWTHEELTWEEFET,

['Vietnam’s reforms toward fulfilling SDG no 16 (\X b A DE~SDG nol6 ERKIZFITT~) |
Doan Thanh Hai (R7 > +#A > +/~4) . Nguyen Cao Thuy Linh (= -HF-buA-U )
( University of Economics and Law, «X kJ- A RRFERIKZE)

(Doan) Good afternoon everybody, my name is Thanh Hai and this is my partner Thuy Linh. We are
going to introduce to you about the legal reforms in Vietnam to fulfill SDG 16. The targets SDG 16 are
somehow interrelated and interact with each other, so we will focus some eminent points. After our
presentation, our friends from Hanoi will introduce to you a larger context and also the figures or numbers
that Vietnam has achieved in recent years.

Our presentation consists of six points. | will introduce to you the first three points:
anti-corruption, anti-trafficking in persons, and institutional and judicial reforms towards rule of law. My
partner will introduce to you about legal identity, anti-violence against children, and the issues against peace
and security.

Anti-corruption

Our friend from Japan introduced that Vietnam has implemented the Doi Moi Policy or the
reformation since 1980. In order to develop the economic system in Vietnam, we have attracted funding
from many countries including Japan and European countries, but it has also led to corruption issues. In
2005, we had a scandal related to the corruption between a mafia bank and the highest-ranking Vietnamese
official, including director of the Voice of Vietnam (VOV), and deputy national chief prosecutor of People
Procuracy of Vietnam.

Then, we have implemented the 2005 Anti-Corruption Law, entered into force in 2006. After that,
we had a scandal called Project Management Unit 18 (PMU-18) related to some officials of the Ministry of
Transport.  Also, after the implementation of the new law, there were cases that citizens and corporations
bribe when registering for documents, or sometimes if a police officer finds out someone breached traffic
rules, he may ask the violator to bribery instead of fining that person. The situation urges the engagement
from the government to modify the law. Furthermore, we also ratified the UN Convention against Corruption
and adopted the new Penal Code (The 2015 Penal Code). It is urgent to unify understanding of corruption
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from perspective those conventions and laws with other laws (such as the banking law, the stock law, and the
anti-corruption law) perspective; so we adopted a new Anti-Corruption Law in 2018 reinforced by Decree
59/2019. The new law includes some new points.

First, it prohibits officials from receiving gifts from individuals and agencies or organizations that
are under their management or related to their public duty. Officials are required to report and disclose their
gifts in all cases. In the past, there was a cap - an exact amount of money for an obligation of reporting, for
example, five million VND, and if the gift is below that cap, the official does not need to report and disclose
it, but it is no longer the case.

The new law also refers to cases of conflict of interest. The new Anti-Corruption Law stipulates
that when you are a public official who holds a position related to State secrets, you do not have a right to
provide consulting services to domestic or foreign enterprises, organizations or individuals in connection to
state secrets.

We also refer obligations of corporations of the private sector that they must have internal regulations to
combat corruption. Corporates of the private sector also have an obligation to provide sanctions for its
employees related to violation of anti-corruption rules.

There are also corruption cases recently, which our friends from Japan introduced to you. We

have already carried out prosecution and punishment for those cases. There is a new case in Hanoi that is in
progress NOw.
However, there are also some drawbacks and weaknesses related to those new laws. The notion of State
secrets is so broad and may lead to the possibility that some public officials will withhold the information,
which may restrict the right to access information of individuals and citizens. Furthermore, the multiple
corruption cases demonstrate that the corruption issue is very grave in Vietnam. Finally, we did not hold an
entity to be liable for corruption charges in both our Penal Code and Anti-Corruption Law.

Anti-trafficking in persons

Next, I will move to the second issue related to anti-trafficking in persons. Here, we implemented
the National Plan of Action I and Il. Also, we had the Coordinated Mekong Ministerial Initiative against
Trafficking (COMMIT) Task Force in 2005. We also signed some MoUs with Laos, Thailand, China, and,
in 2008, with the UK. We established the National Steering Committee on Counter Human Trafficking, the
Social Evils Department of the Ministry of Labour, Invalids and Social Affairs.

Also, for years we implemented some laws such as the law on employees working abroad which is
related to the conditions for employees abroad in 2006, the law on anti-human trafficking in 2011, and in
2015, the Penal Code, which was amended later in 2017. To implement the laws, the panel of justices in
Vietnam in 2019 provided a guideline related to trafficking in persons.

However, there were shocking cases related to human trafficking in both this year and in past years
because of people's unawareness and shortage of resources and cooperation between enforcers. In Vietnam,
it is quite hard to distinguish between human trafficking and illegal immigration with legitimate marriages of
Vietnamese and foreigners. That is a big issue in Vietnam.

Another major issue in Vietnam is discrimination against victims. When victims return to their
community, their community may discriminate against them, so it is also important to have some kind of
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propaganda to let the citizens not to discriminate against victims.

Besides, we do not have a system of data and a body to research the exact figures of human trafficking.
Figures in Vietnam are now mainly coming from NGOs but it is not very firm, so Vietnam needs to improve
in this regard.

Furthermore, the current laws of Vietnam related to anti-trafficking in persons and anti-trafficking
of children are inconsistent with international understanding. In Vietnam, we have two separate articles in
the Penal Code related to anti-trafficking; the first prohibits trafficking in persons (Article 150 of the Penal
Code) and the second prohibits trafficking in persons under 16-year-old (Article 151 of the Penal Code).
The Penal Code, therefore, may define “Child” as someone who is under 16 years old, but as you may know,
according to international understanding, a child is someone who is under 18 years old. Therefore, there is
a need to modify the Penal Code of Vietnam for better protection of 16, 17-year-old children as well.

Institutional and judicial reforms towards rule of law

I will move to the third issue related to institutional and judicial reforms. Since 2002, the
Communist Party of Vietnam has implemented Resolution 49 related to the Judicial Reform Strategy to 2020.

They also established the Central Steering Committee on Judicial Reform. In the new Constitution of

2013, we technically recognize the rights of humans. In conjunction with the new Constitution, we
promulgated the Law on Organization of People’s Court, the Law on Organization of People’s Procuracies,
and the Law on Criminal Investigation Bodies.

According to the new laws, the court or procuracy system in Vietnam is four levels: the Supreme
Court, the high court, the provincial courts, and the district courts. The motivation for this system is to keep
the courts and procuracies independent from executive bodies.

Furthermore, we also promulgated the new Civil Procedure Code and the Penal Procedure Code.
The Chief Justice of Vietnam also rendered Directive 04/2016, that in conjunction with the 2015 Civil Code,
recognized case law as a source of law in Vietham. However, until now, we only had 29 precedents.
Besides, despite the efforts of the Vietnamese government, as you can see, because the court and procuracy
system is somehow inter-related with each other and with executive bodies, they are not free of constraint
from each other. Second, 29 precedents are not sufficient to cover all fields, so its impact is very limited.
Furthermore, although we have rendered new laws related to investigating parties, torture is also a serious
issue in Vietnam that caught much concern.

Legal identity

(Nguyen Cao Thuy Linh) | would like to continue with the target of legal identity. About the
pros, in the Constitution of Vietnam, it is stipulated that every individual after birth has the right to register
their birth. In Vietnam, birth registration is not only a right, but also an obligation. In the 2014 Law on
Civil Status, it is stipulated that within the period of 60 days after birth, the following persons are required to
register the birth of the newborn: their parents, grandparents, or relatives. When the parents cannot register,
any individual or organization can raise the kid whose parents are not recognized. Through a government
decree, you can also do the birth registration after a period of 60 days, however of course you will have
administrative sanctions.
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In the Civil Code, in another article, it is stipulated that children who were born and lived 24 hours
or more before dying must also register the birth and death registration. So Vietnam gives the right for
parents to create a legal entity for children who only lived within 24 hours. If the parents do not want to do
this, the civil status office can do it themselves and give the newborn death in the birth registration book and
the death registration book. The Prime Minister set the target for registered births for children under five
years old to reach the peak of 100% by the year 2030.

About the cons, the Vietnam Law on Civil Status does not allow the reissuance of original birth
certificates. It is quite inconvenient when someone loses their birth certificate and they want to redo it
again.

Violence against children

I would like to move to the next target, violence against children. About the pros, Vietnam
follows all the programs of the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF). We
made a study called “Understanding Children’s Experiences of Violence in Viet Nam: Evidence from Young
Lives.” A key effort to eliminate it was the building of a child law which came into effect in 2017.
Children’s Day is one of the most days in Vietnam reminding us that protecting and caring of children is one
of the most important missions.

We have the drawback that there is no certain measure to help children be fully informed about
their rights. Some are violated, but they do not even know that they have rights.

Peace and security

The last target |1 want to tell you is about peace and security in Vietham. Vietnam became a
non-permanent member of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) for the first time with the tenure of
2008-2009. We once again became a non-permanent member of the UNSC with the tenure of 2020-2021.
We also joined multilateral organizations and forums with the policy of peace like the United Towns
Organization (UTO), Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), and so on.

We also successfully deployed a level-two field hospital to South Sudan for a UN peacekeeping
mission. We also became a mediator of a North Korea-United States summit in February 2019. | believe
that you all heard about the meeting between Donald Trump and Kim Jong Un.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Vietnam has been making big efforts to achieve SDG 16 and we believe that we are
going to do even better in the future. These are my references. They are all in English so that you can
search them on the internet. Thank you.

(Fl&)  HoRESTINFELE, WL, &KEOTF—AFKERLRD T, WV TOHERIT,
NREFL NI AERREO T - e TS, R T2 XFEALLD, REF A
B 5 aEIEHE L SDGs T —/L 16 L DERICOVWTEEL TWEEEEd, 2 TiE, LALLLE
FEVW 2 LET,
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l'Vietnamese Legal Reform in relationship with SDG16  («<X hFADEHE L SDG16 & DEER) |
Nguyen Dang Kien (' >« %>+ % x> ) Vo Phuong Thao (AR * 7 # >+ # 4) (Hanoi Law University,
NI A ERKRE)

(Vo) Good afternoon, everyone, professors, and students. We are honored to be here on behalf of Hanoi
Law University. My name is Vo Phuong Thao. Together with my friend, Nguyen Dang Kien, we will
present to you about Vietnamese legal reform in relationship with SDG 16.
I am sure that you all heard about SDG legal reform in the presentation from our Ho Chi Minh City.
We decided to approach it in a different way. We talk about the targets of the SDG. In our presentation,
we will introduce to you Vietnam’s legal system, SDG 16 targets and Vietnam’s Action Plan, and finally
legal reform in Vietnam and the results regarding the SDG 16 targets.
As for the SDG 16 targets, the Vietnamese government divided it into nine parts. | will present to
you the first three parts and my friend will present to you the other parts. | am sure that some of you might

know about Vietnam’s legal system, but I will give you a brief introduction and knowledge about it.

Introduction

Legislation is the most important source of law. Courts are subordinate to legislature and must
make decisions based on legislation. Policies are set out by the Communist Party and the National
Assembly, which can lead to changes in legislation in the future. This is where the legal reforms start.

Our legislation is divided into five levels. The highest level is the Constitution and laws. The
second level is ordinances and resolutions. They have the same roles as laws, but adopted by The Standing
Committee. The third level is decrees. The fourth level is decisions issued by the Prime Minister. The
fifth and last level is circulars and joint circulars issued by ministers.

SDG 16 Targets and Vietnam Action Plan

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are set by the United Nations and its members commit
to work with to 2030 towards sustainable developments, building a better future for the people throughout
the world and all nations on a cooperative, peaceful and prosperous environment. SDG 16, Peace, Justice
and Strong Institutions includes commitments to fight corruption, increase transparency, tackle illicit
financial flows and improve access to information. As such, the goal is critical to the entire 2030 Agenda,
because corruption undermines progress on all other SDGs.
With support from UNDP, Vietnam developed a National Action Plan (NAP) toward SDGs to review its
existing development strategies, policies, programs with respect to how well that align with the SDGs. This
was used to develop Vietnam SDG targets (VSDGSs) in consultation with national ministries, provincial
agencies, civil society and development partners. Later, | will introduce to you nine key targets of the
Vietnam National Action Plan and you will see that it strictly follows the international targets.

Legal reform in Vietnam and results regarding SDG 16 Targets

Here is the data of the legal reform and results regarding SDG 16 in 2017 (Figure 7). As you can
see in the data, some key targets are still missing. This is our disadvantage in collecting data. As such, new
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types of collections will be required involving complicated calculation methods and data from
non-conventional sources. Therefore, the monitoring and evaluation of SDG implementation will be a great
challenge for Vietnam.

Vietnam’s current statistical system and capacity have not yet met the SDG statistical requirement.

The country must take a number of steps to achieve this objective, including strengthening capacity, as well
as technical resources, of current data with the help of non-governmental organizations and also international
agencies.

Our first target is to significantly reduce all forms of violence and violence-related deaths
everywhere. Our first legal framework is the International Convention which mentions the Convention
against Torture (CAT) and the CEDAW. The newest Constitution of Vietnam is the Vietnamese
Constitution of 2013. In this Constitution, our government stated that the right of health and life is an
immutable right of every citizen. In the Criminal Code of 2015, more types of violence are defined and
described in detail, especially violence against women and children. We have also the Law on Domestic
Violence Prevention and Control from 2007. However, in these provisions we have made great effort to put
more detailed descriptions of crimes, but there are still some struggles in implementation. For example, we
stated that actions that damage a body’s health above 11% will constitute criminal liability. However, to
examine what the 11% is still needs more effort.

Our second target is to prevent and substantially reduce abuse, exploration, trafficking, and all
forms of violence and torture against children and adolescents. For this, | will mention the Vietnamese
Criminal Code again. If someone commits a crime against a woman or a child, it would be much more
severe than those committed against other subjects. The former Law on Legal Aid said that only children
who are homeless can receive legal assistance, however now with the new Law on Legal Aid 2017, all
children can receive legal aid. We also promulgated the Children Law 2016, which came into effect in
2017. The Labor Code 2012 strictly prohibits the employment of children for labor. In May 2017, the
“Action Month for Children” was implemented nationwide with the theme of “Enforcement of the Law on
Children and preventing, as well as combating, violence against children and child abuse.” We started a
legal forum and created another forum for the youth to participate in this legal reform. Last is the Law on
Human Trafficking Prevention and Combat and the Program for Human Trafficking Prevention and Combat
in 2016-2020 Action Plan.

Our third target is to promote the rule of law and ensure equal access to justice for all citizens.
Vietnam’s score in the rule of law index in 2019 was 0.49 and was ranked 81 out of 126; therefore, there
remains a number of problems to sort in building a rule of law state in regulation reforms.  As of now in our
Constitution 2013, the government states that Vietnam is a rule by law state, so you can see, we need another
reform to turn the rule by law state to a rule of law state. In this target, | can also mention to you the Law
on Legal Aid. In particular, as required by proceeding-conducting agencies, 100% of criminal cases had
lawyers and legal aid-providers. This is also stated in the Criminal Procedure Code. Also, media outlets
have dramatically developed and become a forum for social organizations and people, a tool to protect
people’s rights.  For example, if the government is about to promulgate a new law or draft, the draft would
be posted online where everyone can comment and give their own ideas about that new law.
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(Nguyen Dang Kien) I will continue with the presentation with Target 16.4. It is to significantly reduce the
trade in illicit arms and financial flows, strengthen the recovery and return of stolen assets, and combat all
forms of organized crime. Our newest criminal code is the Vietnam Criminal Code 2015. Before that, we
had the Vietnam Criminal Code 2005. Before we had the criminal code we have now, we did not have any
provisions on money laundering, so we had to issue the Law on Prevention of Money Laundering in 2012.
With the new criminal code, we provided descriptions of money laundering in the code. We also edited and
increased the level of punishment for organized crime. In 2017, the government also issued the Law on
Management and Use of Weapons, Explosives and Combat Gear.

Our fifth target is to substantially reduce corruption and bribery in all forms. As you can see, |
only show two directives. There are only several directives because the law is not very easy to change, so
we need to issue these directives to control the corruption issue. Just last year, on November 20, the new
Anti-Corruption Law had been issued and taken effect from July, this year. As my friend from Ho Chi
Minh City said, there are several new points from this law. | will just summarize the three new points that
are of great interest: dealing with corruption in the non-state sector, handling of unidentified assets, and
controlling the income and assets of civil servants. In 2018, the Corruption Perception Index of
Transparency International for Vietnam was 33 out of 100, ranking 117 out of 180 countries in the list.
This is not a good ranking, and | think we need to wait until the ranking of this year to figure out if the new
law is working or not.

Figure 14 is a figure | collected from a report by the government on the prevention of corruption in
2019. As you can see, the cases of corruption generally increased and the defendants increased, so it led to
two point of views. It means that we are now detecting and finding out more people responsible for
corruption, but it also shows that we still have so many corruption situations happening within the
government and even the whole country, so | hope that the ranking of this year or the figure for the next year
will increase in a better way.

Next, | will talk about Target 16.6 and 16.7 because they are both related to the Law on
Promulgation of legal documents. As you know, Vietnam is still under rule by law, so everything follows
the law. In the 37th session of the Vietnam National Assembly, the draft of the new Law on Promulgation
of legal documents (amended) had been submitted to the Standing Committee of the National Assembly.
The purpose of this draft is to strengthen and to improve Target 16.6 to develop effective, accountable, and
transparent institutions; and Target 16.7 to ensure responsive, inclusive, and representative decision-making.

For Target 16.7, we also have to other documents related to this target. They are the Vietnam
Constitution and the Law on Vietnam Fatherland Front. The Vietnam Fatherland Front is an organization to
protect the interest of citizens and will represent the citizens in session and the meeting of the National
Assembly and of the government.  As you can see, we have collected 6,943 opinions and recommendations.

That is not a small number. To prove that, we are doing great on this target.

Our Target 16.8 (UN Target 16.9) is to provide universal legal identity. Basically, we did not
amend or modify anything about this issue because the law is still doing great. However, the problem is
about the people’s awareness. Especially for people living in the rural areas and also in the Central
Highlands, the rate of birth registration is lower compared to the other regions. Children in poor households

also have low rates of birth registration, so we need to improve people’s awareness to increase the
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registrations.  Also, it is not easy to collect the data in this target.

The ninth and last target is to ensure public access to information and protect fundamental
freedoms. In the constitutions of all countries, | think they have said about the rights of people to
fundamental freedoms and access to information. We also have the figure for this target. As of December
2017, Vietnam has 849 press agencies, and 20 foreign press agencies and their permanent reporters in
Vietnam. Currently, Vietnam has about 58 million Facebook accounts. It is proof that we are more open
and that the rights of people to access information is developing.

Conclusion

In conclusion, | think Vietnam has made great effort on building strong institutions as well as
achieving the SDGs, but there are still so many limitations and challenges for us.  That is why it requires the
cooperation of all of our countries. We are here to discuss and collect information from all of the countries
and participants to improve our legal reform and also improve and help us to achieve the SDGs faster and
better. Thank you so much for listening.
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First of all, I want to thank Professor Matsuo and the students of Keio University. It is a great
pleasure for me to take part in this symposium today. | want to thank all the speakers for their informative,
fruitful, and excellent presentations. | was very impressed with those presentations.

I am currently working for the International Cooperation Department of the Research and Training
Institute under the Ministry of Justice of Japan. Our department has been providing legal assistance toward
more than 10 Asian countries for about 25 years. Some projects are ongoing in Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos,
and Myanmar, but today | will skip our activities and organization and give a brief comment.

First, I am so glad to hear all the countries emphasize SDGs, as well as the government of Japan.
I agree with the challenges that all the speakers pointed out in their presentations. The question is, how can
we implement and how can we achieve the goals of the 2030 Agenda, and overcome the challenges? We
can discuss the issue in the discussion later.

For example, many laws have been put into force in the countries, including Japan, but we should
keep our eyes on real practice too.

Regarding access to justice, many countries have recognized its importance and they have been
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making a lot of efforts, but in practice, many poor and vulnerable people are unable to exercise their rights.

Second, in my opinion, | think the development of legal education and jurisprudence is important.
Take Laos, for example, because | worked in Laos before as a legal advisor. In Laos, new civil code bill
was approved last year with the hard work of Lao working group members and Professor Matsuo, but the
proper application and enforcement of the code is another problem.

In Laos, they are writing new commentary books on the new civil code, but it seems to me that
they are struggling with writing the commentary, so | think it is crucial to develop legal education and
jurisprudence in Laos.

Third, many speakers touched on justice system reform in their countries. | agree that
improvement of justice or legal system reform is crucial.

Finally, 1 want to say that Goal 16 is important, but we should look at other goals like Goal 1.
Goal 1 calls for the end of poverty and all of its forms everywhere. The reason | raise Goal 1 is that Target
1.4 and Indicator 1.4.2 mention land titles. It says, “Proportion of total adult population with secure tenure
rights to land, with legally recognized documentation and who perceive their rights to land as secure, by sex
and by type of tenure.” As all the speakers mentioned, Goal 16 is a cross-cutting issue, so we should not
only consider Goal 16, but other goals as well. All of the presentations were very useful for us, so | am
looking forward to the discussion today. Thank you very much.
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2O TNETOT, bLEBEZROIVEHBHICT AV 2BV LET,

(FEE) Tk, BICEROF»D, BRICEHENH Y LX), BARDOEEIE, HRS 215
MUK ERSTHDEWVIBURBH VD | 7RO E NI BT MENCEE L T, I<HE» N E
THRDLILONBIHATHNET, TTOT, FoEDIIHELWVS ZEPPEICHAINTNDHD
BEIZRNOTIE R WL EENETOT, HARNRZEX L) 2 ETBHEWEZ T E BnE
R

—OlE, RV AAROYE, BHEOHGRESHEGOHBED T LMY LTNDHENI Z &
DodHERNET, FFEE LTHHEBEHWWREFERH DL E W) ZENEF A0 EBnET, +o4E0E
TELV TV —DRIAEINTNDEN) ZERETHHEBNET, Zuk, 4. REEDBERIC
LHVELLETNEDL, ZLZLEREBMDZDICAERRBHENDH Y, Thia AL TEKE
WD ONRIEFIZHELNE VNI BERERHD LN ZERNHDL EBNET,

ARIZE I ZOWVORURDT, T ZLHHEFICHREZEAS LTHABETVETA, L
ZOEIZ LETIE, AL MEVWRS ZIVTIER L CGRERSN THEHFIZR> TSI SN TL
FI. ZOVIFENEDHEREL TS EWS ZE bbb Ed, HHUBELH LENTHRIZEZ TS T
ATHNETERZRKSTLEVET, Thnb, HlEE L TWAWNARBIERDH D 323, HRkbA
BIEN=0 &En, HBHVEZFH TEBALETF =y 73N o, FIELHEL TS EWS 2
EbH Do EENET,

FIE ERFRBOB S TIIERARELLTVE VI BERDH Y £ LR, EICENILH D0
ERWET, ERE BHICBWTHSOEEREZET O Z I > TERIZRHRZ S0 E v )
FHLEEFONTVDEL LIVERTAN, MINEEN LY, [N RIERFIEZR->TTHHIE 2
LW EWIBAIL, FHETHRRT S L0 b, BlxIE, BAGOHHE &2, BIOSHE CEBIZIXT)
BN RE LR HROE SR 00s LvEdA, FREE WD OIFIEFICEEROTT
B, FbEH. BAROHIE, WinttE, BURHIE/RE 250 T, AIETTE2®ALRONTND
EWVWHZEbBDHEENET,

HEOD VT REZTIIZWIAS LNVEEATNE S, BRTEREIZOW TR D72 0B &
LTEODETDE Leh, RIERARES, HL ETEL )R 28T THY £,

FNEWHEIZE L CTHREAN L L BRERH D £ L7y, ML, IEBAOEET O/ E LT,
[EE# 7 2 7 MAILIER ILFHERT (UNAFED) W95 & ZARH Y £3, Z ZIFHESHOAMERK
EIToCNDHEZATT, I THE, G IEIHE L VD & OEF L EAT- TV T, HHRAED
DIHEZIEIZSML TH 6o T, FETHEBREZP LT 212X E ) LEebnnnbnd 2 & 2 i#inm
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TEHPHEE, 1 WAL BUWMToTWET, 22T, BEOPTHHTEELZINE S, EHE
BB 15559 (UNCAC) IZDWTD L7 F v —, HARDFIFEENER B, 1502 23 2 6l IEHIE
EHEEVSTZZ EHPALTOET,

ZNND, TUVTIZRWTUL, LIS E LIeFWE, 2000 v U R — A RRHTIGR R I IE
IR LIEEE KA L TWET, 220 S0 ERCHIER S bbb EMAF 2 A T, ZOE
DIGW R 2 . FRIZ EDEIHED & ZITITHENT 52 L NZNTT, ZHUTWANAEBH L0
IR SNIZRRRSH L E B DOTTR, —BRKERRX—R(TRoTND LML, R0, EOBIE
) —H—v o TR olzb ) Z e EBWET, 1R BRERET 2072805580 —
K= T O T THIEX RO 7= D ORI Hiv, TNUNEBRICHET D L 2 IcED LTS
EWVH DN, FHE, VAR —MZBW TR LTz — 2O R & RERII 2> T\ D EFLE S I1d7&
LCTWET,

() REZBBIIRDAA M adHVNE ) T8 VWE L, T REERSANLA AL
ZIHETWEBWET,

(MREEZE) ZFHUEEA T+ —~T 4 TRBIMERNH 5 DT TIEROOTT R, HARTIHH
W7V & W) DIEFERBRICECFAERTT, —5TE27b. MR E0RELEVWI &
LS B RWVEBANETETOND EEWVET,

BFE, TNDOLEDERIZEDRLD LD EBWTWTESTZ0O0N, 1BRRAERE VD & X, Fhi
DOIRARDIFRZIY RS LW o T e —F & FRHERICEI>THET DLW T e —F L)
D LERNETN, MERSZTOHEMEFEZLDOENEZ ZobolZ LT, B H 27 | [1ERkEIE
L2 nid7e b7z n] EEoTHiuXnn ) K5 REIN, CZoEICLbE-EHDHDT
e e BnWE T, BIRAIR AT 5 &5 23RN 2 2130 WO T, FhEx An—Tr ok
INCE > TWIUTNNE WS Z ERIEFICAZ T bNET,

TTD, TOMEEEZS ETIE, 2280 ZEEZFEREMESDNEND Z L NEE
T, BlZIE, AALELHERZ LD HINUEE VD ONE S BIZBOENIOE T, Bl BN
7o N FATIIASREE D, ZNUNOX IR NFLAOFEHETHLHY E LN, AYITEHWY X
— FREEEZL Lo CTHEARICEAELZ5252 L, HELAMINL-> TR H2TEL I ITET
% EWD ONRERHNTIHR EFEER TV ET, Bl BimieREIC/R D 328, HEES G E T
FESKROES R EDL > TS HERNWET, BEE T bBe0EH A &9 Lo TIERIE TE L
LINEWVWHIT T —FIZDHTLEY L, WEE LRI ORE TERNWE T H LN, &
FESERT T —FRHYET, TTOT, HREVIEITTONTERUIR LRV EE NI D
INGHy— B RE IR DD & BWET,

BEIZ, XM T ATHRIZET 28I 7218 L LT TWe e EICEISHTELZDR, »
b DAIRWIE DRI TS, Ty MU I ARY =L b TWDO TR, EXER T2 - WE
BEIRSTHEVANOIY ET M, £ WIERIE LT 7 =V MER L <ERINTNE
L7z, TTOT, IEEBRL LTUL, bIHOASMBEICOIE 28 ETd X CFEXE-AETIC, BE)
72 HFRNC D DFRE 7 4+ — DA E 5B R0 ONR LD 2 ENTERTZ0H Y £ L,

() E5bbUNLESTSVELL, RS A, BEBERSANLIHEFITHRR A M
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WeTEWe EWE T, IEIRICBET 2 HARDOKI E ZDRREZED, BHIANANAKLE b2
ENBDoT-EBWNET, TORTERE YV HR—ILNERROBERICKL L-FH & LT, BiRi
RIBNY —H =y TRH ST LWV ) SN, FEIANLETONE LTINS S, RiZELHE
KREFEDOEM S 51T, T LABRBROBERD 7= OSBRI L N EEL 2 BE LT, EEiT LA
BIAIER LT LE S DOTIERWD, ZHUITFE L TWADTIEHRWNEWN) 2 A ERHD EL
7o TR T U AR RF W TITEM LB OB D J7 203> T2 DIk LT, BIOFT CIlxErE
IEBNVEHREELCLEI O, ZOEWIRERZDZDTEAI N, £H0H T EE2BEXHDTT
TLBRRH DO TRV EENET,

ZOHTD T, SADTANDFAEIAMILBFEVLIEZVWERWES, SHOT BT S
BRID S B, FETENEDOERIZE 27> T D0, TORRKIIMA, ZHucxt L TE I W) xR
WENEZBZLNDD, LWV bORHVE LI, TNHIZOWVWT, b ULMNEXTNDHI END
WL, £, ZRUCKH L THENTZa AL MIEZTWE WS ZEndbiud, EOFARICHESL
TLEENY,

(Mezahem) Hello, my name is Mary Mezahem. | am a third-year law student at Thammasat University in
Thailand. First, | would like to say thank you for your question. You asked about how reasonableness
could be incorporated into the judicial system. | would like to explain that this philosophy is very broad and
abstract, and it can be interpreted in many ways. Everybody has a common understanding that this
philosophy is mainly to maximize our capacity, but to not actually go overboard our capacity.

The government did not actually implement it into the judicial system, but it is used for policy
making. The government has different operations and one of them is called “planning development
strategy”” where they deal with development strategies in Thailand. Reasonableness is also used to develop
strategies and one of them was to develop people in the rural areas of Thailand. Bangkok is very
modernized now, but a lot of people outside of Bangkok are still not developed in terms of education, so
reasonableness is used to focus on developing these people so that they can be able to have a proper
education, and also to develop students in Bangkok. | hope that answers your question.

(FRE) HonmEH>ZTINWE L, BIFEOREEZSAOEMOF T, XA DT LB AZoON
T, =ODOET—D 9 HO reasonableness &) DIEE I NI BERTTNEWIEMNHH- T, &
HOIZOWTERIIIBEZ W EE L MEEE S A S DREIFEIZONT, TALWTT D,

RREZ) 13,

(RN A=) =S ADOBHIZHONT, MHICEHNSETWELEEET, TOATA RO
[reasonableness| 1%, FHEIZOWTHEBZEHR L TWD H O Tid/a< T, BUNFOBIREISOFEIT &0
RN DOEEMEL NS Z L TT,

[The main pillars of SEP) |2 DWW TH TR S TWzZ&Ed L, 2T 1 K42, TSufficiency
Economy Philosophy (SEP) | & W5 & D03H D £9, 2D SEP I, ¥ A OERNI M LI2BURE A
U —"T, SDGs DANFEED T — /L2 5 b DO TiE2 <, SDGs KIZbH T r Y =7 hZlwn
IMAEEH~ U —SATELbMEE L, TTOT, ZZIZFEFT LTS [The main pillars
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of SEP| %, I— L 16 IZEEED D L DO TiL72< T, L LALKD L 072 & ZTHfifW =721 uX &
IEDE\I/ \i‘a—o

(IRE)  HHEAaziZg TR, MELEDTHEA DAL DN ZHRRILT D EW) BEERE L
W ZTEHEWETEEE L, HORES T NE L,

FNTIE, BIEHET A ATy a VITRY EBWET, FRIEREDERRE WD Z LI2o0n T,
INETHANWAEMBHY L2 EDL, SADF A MOFENL, HOOEORERE LTH
EOERREZ 8909 S ZA TS, ZRUIH L TE I NI SICHARBAEH > TWNDHD
EVHZEIZONT, LAV IBRBIUIHHIZES LW TEEBnET, HFSAIEFK
FREZREFL TV DI LNERFATNE D, AXEETHHLETH Y EHADOT, 22T
L HANREREZL LAHBICARHBLEL X 9,

(Mezahem) | think somebody mentioned corruption in education levels and also in everyday life. | want
to share a bit about Thailand, if that is okay. In Thailand, corruption in education levels is not about paying
people to get good scores, but it is more paying schools to get into good schools. It is a very common
practice in Thailand where if a student’s family has connections or has a lot of money, they would pay a
government university to get into a top university.

For corruption in everyday life, I think it is very common. Policemen in Thailand have really low
salaries, and that is why they can be corrupt. | think it is also because it is so common now that people
expect to pay. For example, in Japan, if you get caught, the police would come to you and give you a
proper form. However, in Thailand, if the police walk up to you, you would hesitate and ask yourself,
“Should I pay or should I not?” It has become a common practice where you do not know how to
differentiate anymore.

There is actually a video clip of a Thai woman filming a policeman. He walked up to her to
actually give her a form, but she thought he was corrupt so she gave him money, but actually he did not
accept it, so | think people are quite confused now about when to act and what to do. That is what | wanted
toadd. Thank you.

(BR) dHonLsT3nE L,

(ER) FEBRONATWETOTHRICENLET &4, BE CTOHEBROFENHTE £ L,
H A DOGEITEESBEREICBEE D L) ZERHENIZR>TWT, BAWIHI Z &%
WL TWD eI 0 DR EWT RN E S RRBUCH D E VI FERHE LT,

(R BEORZNYEFMTHESh, FFHIC R R> TS LV IBHETLE, HY
BLDTINE LTz, FELIAL FELTWEREWT, HRODICE THEMIE oL Vg
T MUZFESANEIRX L MIH Y T

(EK) My name is Ek Apsara. | am from Cambodia. Regarding corruption, one of the problems of

absolution that | see is that some of the people still have the morality in themselves. Regardless of how
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much salary they get, some of them are still greedy, so I think it is important to incorporate good morality
and a good mindset while they are very young because they will be the future of the country and the world.
My point is that we should incorporate and really teach the importance of law and how it makes
our lives better, and make them see the importance of why we should follow certain rules and why rules exist.
I think in order to combat corruption, it all starts from the younger generation, starting from now.

(FER)  AOT7 TV ITIADOFEICIET L, ENETOVWEEE S Do TWT B8R N5
AT L0 ZENRBBEIZR>TNET, AxDETEEBLESE ) THIEEREFOONDGFHR
BEICI2 > TL DD TIEZRW I EWVW ) BEET LT,

() A, R LTHLTHEL 2T AL DEBRIZONTTT R, fENESADTLEOf
WZiE, BEFAORND ANTERE WO D X O REERFORZT 2 U FHENE S L TW DI
DWNWT, 77 =7 %A (awareness) &V I FEZHWT, HDHWIFE= v ¥ A% A (consciousness)
EESTHVWLDE LIVERFAN, ZOBLEDDIEIROIRK I L OSREROFR 00 ofME TRy k-
FToNELE, EOLNLDFETIERND, TNEZIT NS HIZERIZH Y £T0 Zhixb
IARBIZHBIZ, FAESATHHOSMETHLERZHLTIEEI N, LIFE, vV —SAnb,
N% D= REFHED L~V THEL TS LW BiEbH Y L LD T, DR E HED L)
HLEEALTNE S,

(Saiyasone) Let me introduce myself. My name is Bounlom Saiyasone. | am from Laos. Just now, |
will show us about why we have divided the legal reform of Laos into two periods. We have a long history,
so let me divide it into two shorter ones.

Before 1975, our state did not have a chance to deal with the country. Our people just focused on
the struggles of the war. We did not have a chance to draft or adopt laws yet. We had laws and a
constitution from 1986, when we opened the country to other countries.

(Bounsom) Hi, my name is Khounmy Bounsom. | am also from Laos. Let me add some explanation.
Before 1975, Laos was under an absolute monarchy, so all the laws were issued by the Royal House at the
time. After we gained our independence, we established the Lao People’s Democratic Republic. At the
time, we were using the same rules and laws from the Communist Party from the Soviet Union until 1986.
Then the first constitution arose in the early 1990s, just a few months before the collapse of the Soviet Union,
and it was amended twice until now.

(TER) 74T 4 A % 1975~1985 4F & 1986 4E2> L EBETHolt. T ORID Z & idfili /e o
2D EN D FEIZONWT, 1975 FIEEBORHR T, EOIIIENR Do T2 b &V D ZHBARH Y
F Lz, RO EEEOERE LT, 7AANIRIREREZEZIICO, M LEEZE L
LTEDIZUOEN S ORI E N Z 8T, 2O OOFERDNRIENTZO TRV E -
TBYE£7,

(k) ENLEdE. KA LWTT D,
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(FET)  E9bbunREd T8VET, . BB L EF o703 2 TR T, EE
DHIE AL DD 1991 72 01 T, TTo, BEHFICBWTERMELNLD X HITRoTe, &
PMARSENOERESICE > T, BROVDLWLHESXTORECTIERDFR SN T, IBEMED
NDEINC2oT=DIF 191 FENLTHDHEN) ZER—DORERERI L THDHND,1986~1991
EERITLTT o L5 ETHOTWEIDONRET—oL 1) Z LT, #hnd, BENHEESNT
BITWAD WA IR NEN T2 N2 DU S E R AT LT, BROHNE & RIEIZHOW T, DWWl B
APEERmEED T, LHICKEMPEATEE L, BEFITHBITAEICO W TIIIIERN - T
B9, TS, 1975~1985 AT [EH > TWAH DX, Ziudde LA AR OBOKR O R
ThHhoT, EEmEE VI L AT, B, 74ARDOEEIIHY I8, £ L0 F ITEHEC
B DIEMOE & DB L WO L DOICET2EETEZIRX, ©LAD I D X o LIERICEET HIEHI
ERIEOWVDBNEZ 2T T,

() HoRE I TInFE L, EHlE E 909 55 1E- T, ZRIIFEATT T o
V) ZEIZONTIE, HIZEsTEWAWARLDZEBANH D £3, Tnb T4 A TIRIER L
MERELTH ERVWETOT, 50%EDa A FHEEOBEICLTENALTH L 2T E By
3

ZH T, EBROBBEICOWT, [MhE6I2a Ay MEH D 30 1TV, HESABEVLE
R

(FE)  MREEERESPLSK B LN EROT, AL TIRIA L FEETWEEEE
T, BHILLE WO EZAIZONT, FXTEosLebizLHIc, EHLRVENY —F— v
EWVHDITBEWE & EWH O R H LHEETH > T, TR ED BITITL MIT & - TRKE S 5
EEATLEIEVIDIEH D LEBNET, ZOF T, WWFHBIZHEN) TmDIIHBERrZ L 5D
WL TWD Z EDFEHO—2 L LT, 00F 0 FAFE M (transparency) 236 5 & BnE T,
THTDOT, HBR E D HBERET D, B TL2EVI 2L HEBAARFELROTTNR, Flz
EZEDNA LD NDMPEIZDOWTHOENIT D ED £V WNANARTEEZRFALT, A
2ZDHIZMNDELIIZTDHDENIZEN—DOF—IZRDIOTIERVNEESsTHVET, 2T
SDGs DHIZHLHTL DL ZARLERNET, SARMELWVOIETHMNTND L ZANEENE
T, TOWVIBERME, AT LN ZERN - OBEEROTIEHRWMEBNET,

Tl —EDOANEDEF, TV 2T X ATT IR, Z0 b HARTE 213, culture of lawfulness
EVD T L EREBETHORAMED ZLRHV ET, ZOERICHONT, REHATITE SV IHIEE
SFOFEFRPIBFNTNDD0E NS | ZHUBELHLWVHPIIT, brob ks U7 72k
HLNE ZANERONET, TIUIZHWAWARIBEEHEED Z & Lo, BHEHOZ L Lh, ELO
TLELEDPBBATLS Db LNETA, 22OV TIEHI ELHPATEEIDITTIEHY A,
727, EHALFNEOMEENRI-INTVWDE L) Z 2, SORRICBWTIFEETHY . 50
HARTEI VST AL DEBPEE L TWVDL—RKIZ, XX TWDLEBEIZRS> TV TIERWNaE
BnET, ZHUTRIFETRBMAOD E L LT, TOHEPHEL TWRWnWEL EIE S350
EVIHRBEIZZR > TLEIOT, EFICHLVWIETEHY £9, TTo T, alikodkd:, I
FENE LA CHEET 2 X 0B NT 2 2 LIFFEFRICHEEL B> TnET,
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() BHESA. E9bH0REH>TINELE, SO ADI A M, HDOWITHAART
FEDTHIEH D72 NI OWTE L CTWeZE £ LR, S LICEMITZHY £90, b L
FAESADPLERMAOIIT, £,

(Doan) My name is Doan Thanh Hai. | am from the University of Economics and Law of the Vietnam
National University Ho Chi Minh City. | want to respond to the view that one-party-totalitarian favors
corruption. | also respond to the representative of the Department of Justice who said that transparency and
ethical education affect corruption.

I think ethical education may be a part of the anti-corruption issue.

Transparency is a key to combat corruption. While it is very easy to refer to transparency, ensure it, in reality,
is not that easy. If one body oversees corruption matters without being overseen, the body may become
corrupted. | think one important point is a checks-and-balances system.

Contrary to some of your belief that the one-party system does not have any interest in anti-corruption and
that there is no oversight body so far; it does. The ruling party has a reason to combat corruption. It has
established internal committees in every level of administration to oversee the corruption issue. However, the
mechanism may not work very well due to lacking checks-and-balances. Morality seems to be a crucial
matter in this matter as the effectiveness of the mechanism depends on the morality of the one who operates
the body.

That is my perspective.

(BER)  ADONAShDary NI, MEREZIAOIAY MIXTDHaA hEW) ZETH
WLEL, —DOL ZAHENPET LIEGAIC, BEEIIRDIDEFIF =y 7 « TR R"F A
DOBERR D TIFEARWVMNEWVWIFTETT, XM FLDEARITFEL, F2v 7 - TR T ZADWN
HEAEZTHTLODEERLNI ZENDH-T, TIWV22bDD ) LB X DI uTiEH s
2T o TN DTIEFHRWINEWVWSFET LT,

()  HEREMELBEREOFFHEE I NI SITHRT DML NS ZLIZONTO, —2OHA
«C“—a‘@o

(Nguyen Cao Thuy Linh) Good afternoon, everyone. | would like to introduce myself. My name is
Nguyen Cao Thuy Linh. | come from Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. | would like to add some information
that | think would help to resolve our problems here.

First, about transparency. In a company, we usually have a supervisor on a board. | think there
are some drawback that the Law stipulates the need of this board, however does not provide the measures or
the have certain rules to help this board do its job at the company effectively: checking how the company is
going, is everything legal? Also, there is no other organization have higher power that can check back on
this board. (However, I know this is hard to solves those problems due to the fact that this supervisory board,
although its duty is to check on the company, it is created by that own company and is a part of the company
which is reasonable if it tries to bring back the best benefits for the company.)

One thing about education in Vietnam. Maybe one of the reasons that it leads to corruption is that the way
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into a university is usually higher and harder than the way out. That may be why many people believe that
when they pay money and enter a university, they are already successful on their lives, they. So | think one
of the ways to resolve this situation is that we need to balance the way into and out of education.

Moreover, Vietnam has extradition mean - the act of making someone return for trial to another country or
state where they have been accused of doing something illegal with many countries, Thailand, China, Korea,
and Indonesia. We cooperated with some countries, but most of them are just around Asia. Many people
who are corrupted believe that when they commit a crime, they just might be caught and sent back to the
state if they escape to some Asian countries. If they go to other countries like the ones in Europe, with
whom we have not made any commitments on extradition, it would be very hard to make them get caught.
Many cases happen because of this. That is why in my opinion, eliminate corruption is not just the fight of
one individual state, but needs the co-operation of all the countries in the world.

Thank you.

R =ZO0BENL, BRRICOWTaAy Md Y £ L, —2BIXBWIEORMRICE
HIT2H0TT, VrSAOBRE LTL, FoFEEHEE LT, BEROL I RLORNET
RN ENSI ZETT, b DI N T ACB T D2HEEBRSG COBEROGENHE L, —ofl
IZERST=OR, KEARTT, KRZECAZTDLEOOAKEEINE D, AxITB&5 -
ThbrobAa7ZR LT ANRT LD EWIHHHANH D L 5 T, ZOMREK L LTI,
REFENFRETONEERNE S 5D LB DI L2 RO TR E NI FERSH Y F
L7z,

(Matsuo) Can we confirm that your third point is about the necessity of international cooperation to tackle
with corruption by taking part in the extradition treaty among Asian countries?

(Nguyen Cao Thuy Linh) | was talking about extradition measures. When a criminal comes to your
country, you can send them back to the country they did the crime. In Vietnam, we cooperate with other
Asian countries for extradition measures. When someone does a crime through corruption, they will try to
escape to a different country, like European countries, that does not have extradition measures, so that they
can be safe. Through this, | would like to propose a solution that every nation in the world cooperate with
this.

RN EthiE, LREOFIEELICHET 5 DT Lz, WIRETERKR RV, MMk
F RN DAL BN LT, b LAREOSIESELIZOVTHIR L~V TH L
TV BERH LD TIERN N E NI FET LI,

() HoRESITENELE, ZNTHE, FOSKEAHFLCEE L, AW WE
e, ZRUCRT2EZEICOWTIE, —@Y Y EFTnizZnizoTiE2unntBnEd, &5
Ah, EFEEET A ATy v a FREERFA, BERDL, FINRMITOTNTTR, I
FHOHEETVWE WS . HOIWVITRADEY EFHEZR > TS EbH 25000 LILEFADT, i)
BINO A A ERBIT O TL X 9D
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(Thwe) Good evening. My name is Hla Myet Thwe. | am from University of Yangon, Myanmar.
Someone mentioned about corruption in judicial sectors. | would like to share a famous case in judicial
sector that happened recently. Before going to that case, | would firstly like to share a little bit about the
Anti-Corruption Law in Myanmar.

I am not sure about other countries, but in our country, President U Thein Sein promulgated a
notification in March 2014 that if someone receives bribes which are worth a monetary amount of less than
300,000 MMK, it is not regarded as a corruption or bribery. Only if the amount is more than 300,000
MMK, it is regarded as a corruption. Normally, the burden of proof rests on the plaintiff, but in the case of
corruption, the burden of proof rests on the accused.

About the corruption in the judicial sector, there was a landmark case in Myanmar. There was a
person who was murdered in 2017. His name is Aung Ye Htwe. He was a facebook influencer and so, many
people knew him very well. What happened in the case is that the Yangon Region advocate general, and five
other officials accepted nearly 72 million MMK worth bribes from the accused who were suspected of killing
the man. The Anti-Corruption Commission found out that the advocate general dismissed the charges by
receiving bribes. It was found to be a corruption and he was sued with Section 55 of the Anti-Corruption
Law. The trial is still proceeding. According to Section 55 of the Anti-corruption Law 2013, “if any Political
Post Holder is convicted for committing bribery, he or she shall be punished with imprisonment for a term
not more than 15 years and with a fine.” The bribes are also to be confiscated. That was the case of
corruption that happened recently in Myanmar. It became famous because the man who was murdered was
like a public figure.

There are also day to day corruptions in everyday life, especially in the public service sector like
immigration and police. In our opinion, in order to eradicate the corruption, there should be a law that
every official in the executive, judicial, and legislative branches should declare their assets. We still do not
have that kind of system in our country, but by having that kind of system, it may partially eradicate the
corruption.

There should also be more training for the public officials. Corruption is not only based on the
assets of a person but also on the morality of a person, so moral training should be given. That is my
opinion. Thank you for listening.

(FR)  S0aA s bE2@HBRICRLET L, ETIv o ~—ORIBIIEOHHARH Y £ L7z,
XY~ —TIE30 LT vy hEBIDLONERIEESNDE D TT, TOHAE, HHL TOHR0D
E D MO FEEENEEICH Y T,

B, R v v — Tl 2017 A B WIS ENEEBIIC B 1T 216 b o 72 L 9 T3, BHIE AR
BNFIEOLANNS 9 RAVEIFIEE L TS T2 FRZRH-72% 9 TT, bEITHFEAERICE
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